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Abstract:

Economic forces will continue to shape High Perfanece Computing (HPC). Itis clear
that the US has reached a critical juncture wigard to HPC, and the central challenge
will be to sustain sources of funding so that @adership position in HPC is sustained.
However, another view of this challenge might beeribuminating: can HPC be
realistically viewed as one of the critical economrivers for our future? Is this view of
HPC realistic? Is it realizable? And if HPC iseanf a relatively small number of critical
economic differentiators, what level of nationatlestment in HPC is justified by its
economic potential?

| will try to answer these questions through figltkrviews, anecdotes, and statistics on
the current state of HPC. | argue that a fundaatewtdition to the HPC market - the
addition of “blue collar” computing - needs to ¢gilace in order to revitalize U.S
leadership in computational science, engineeringpaoduct design.
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